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a _ PACIFIC AfR COMMAND, U. S. ARMY Date: 31 May 4 
co ns APO 925 » Init: Ay aree i 
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Brig. Gen. George C. Mé° Donata: 2°: 
‘AC/AS+2 Hq. Army Air Forces ae 
ihe ‘Pentagon 


Dear General McDonald: 
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General Spa tLe: 
sed sources of intel- 


yop SOMmaNders: dated 3 May '46 which. 
Me _ digence’information. ~ = : 
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24 {it is believed that. a summation. ‘of the Situation’ cur~" 
’ réntly facing the: “intelligence ehelons-6 S comin: a 
in: order. ‘The present shortage of. trained: intelligence: per- 
‘sonnel in all ranks’ and specialities is “a.-fact: already: well 
known to your office. It is realized here that this situa- 
tion undoubtedly faces the War Departnient, Headquarters y. 
Army Air Forces and air forces. in most. 3 theatres’ and 3° 
areas. My recent correspondence with -bo: “and -Generdd. 
“inthe A-2)°- 


Harbold has touched. on ‘the status of. ‘pérs 
“CSist: inveach of: 
ir of trained: ~ 



















Division of PACUSA. Similar conditions 
our numbered air forces. We have no ¥ 
personnel to draw. upward from as’ yet.” 





yy especially: 
Intelligence — 


i Sources of Intelligence within ‘the: theatre 
CF air intelligence, are in general, meager... 
= information from contiguous areas ds isu 

by: ‘the sources. themselves. G*2 USAFIGHT 
AKIV. Corps for Korea are’ ‘examples 























oO 
whitch -tend ‘to wall us .off from. hin 
Asia: and the extreme: and. the ‘alinosté 
ness: of the Soviets further hamper. o 
‘of Intelligence inforrattivon.:. *. 
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ia: ‘and Southeast 
security conscious 
de our gathering 








of. serial-re¢tohnisance: is’ at pre’ rackically. impossible: 
due: to “the statevof training and an tenance... > Datlly reeon- 
nisanee. insthe Japan Sea, the Guk if -Chihli sand the: Yellow: 
Seahas beén cancelled at “General We téhead's! direction for’ 
‘thepresent:-due-‘to the’ necessity: for first getting the units 
conducting that reconnisance on a sound operational basis. 
Systematic coverage of these waters will probably. be: practi- 
cable in three or four months, and when resuried Should give 
us valuable information on Seviet shipping “in ‘the: drea. » 
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Radio intelligence is no longer under our control as it 
was during the war. We have good “L4aison with, and complete. 
cooperation from, Col. 8S. P. Collins who is the head of Army 
Security Agency, Pacific. lack of trained personnel com- 
pletely prevents any activity along this line except mainten- 
ance of equipment. It has been previously estimated and is 
reiterated.now that intelligence information from this source 
will not be available before mid-fall. When it does start 
coming in it should furnish valuable information on location. 
of air fields, types of aircraft, radio call signs, scale of 
effort and related miscellaneous data. 





On 9 May '46 a letter was received by this Head quarters 
from Headquarters AAF, Office of AC/®S+25 =Ate Information 
Division, Collection Branch, re questing detailed: information 
on certain phases of intelligence. on China. We were unable, 

ie for the reasons outlined above, to take positive, action on 
this correspondence. However, it was dete’ 
fa of contact with G-2, AFPAC, that ali ite 
f 









included in the War Department Intetligé vand. will reach 
Washington, if obtained, through that: chi » In--only ‘one 
instance did the request pertain direc iy: to air “information 
and even in that case the required data’ Was - euewe ate to 


this Headquarters. 
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G-2, AFPAC, is now completing an intelligence ad based 
on that of the War Department and lecal“rediiirements.~ When 
AFPAC'S plan is out, PACUSA will shortly publish an air intel- 
ligence collection plan for this area based: on’ the: combined 
intelligence requirements of the War Departient’, - ‘the AAF and 
APPAC. More detailed information on our ‘capabilities and lin- 
itations will be contained in the plan thant is possible to 
put in this letter. Copies will be furnished A-2 Washington. 





In summary, it may be stated that, “unfortunately, our | 
best sources of information are from the top-down, that is, if 
War ‘Department and AAF intelligence. Prow: ashington. Within 
Japan and the Pacific area in general “Ehiere™ Ls Little or no 
chance to obtain information from représentatives of other 

-countries on duty here. We have ho means .of sending our own 
visitors into the -cotntriés on Which | fmation is desired. 
Fhoto and other aérial reconnisar ampered. both by 

. theatfe “boundaries and at presen rational difficulties. 

“ Radio 4 tells. oa) but will get better. 
However, Headquarters Army Air Fo “may count on PACUSA on | 
making every effort to eventually meet intelligence si iia 
ments of Headquarters Army Air Forces, 
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Sincerely yours, 





a _ W. M. BURGES | 


Col °9 GSC 
SECRET “/°** 





